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Secondary schools have been setting their pupils
homework for many years, and more recently this has
been extended into primary classes, including those
for the youngest children. Recent articles in the press
about standards in schools, and about the stresses
placed on some pupils to achieve, have highlighted
the role of homework.

Itis argued that providing children with tasks to
complete outside school hours helps them to develop
the ability to work independently, without the
supervision of an adult. This is important as pupils are
increasingly expected to take responsibility for their
own learning as they progress through secondary
school. Most adults are expected to use their initiative
at work, and to be able to do the job for which they are
paid without constant supervision: in this sense,
homework is a preparation for real life. Those who
support homework point out that it would be
impossible to cover in school time everything
necessary, and that regular homework allows children
the opportunity to practise and revise certain skills.
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curriculum cannot be covered within the school day,
there is clearly too much content and it should be
reduced. They further claim that since some children
have access at home to computers and books and
others do not, certain children are at a disadvantage.
They believe that this amounts to a lack of equal
opportunities. In terms of encouraging children to
become independent learners, they point out that in
some cases, parents provide so much help and
support for their children’s homework that, far from
learning to tackle problems on their own, these
children are simply relying on adults even more.
Furthermore, some critics argue that children are
under a great deal of pressure to work hard at school,
and that they need plenty of time to relax and develop
hobbies and personal interests.

Schools have to balance the desire to prepare their
pupils properly for the future against the risk of
subjecting them to too much stress. Clearly, schools
must think carefully about the homework tasks they
set, in order to ensure that some groups of pupils do
not struggle because they happen to lack certain
resources at home.




