[image: image1.png]Should girls be able to play football in
mixed teams after the age of 127

The mushrooming popularity of women'’s football,
coupled with the publicity given to the success of
women'’s teams at home and abroad, has led to
greater numbers of girls playing the sport at every
level. The Football Association (FA) allows girls to
play as part of mixed teams up to the age of 12, but
will not permit mixed teams to enter its league
competitions above that age. A number of individual
cases have hit the national headlines, prompting
questions about the FA's stance.

Talented girls turned away from mixed leagues

after their 12th birthday complain that this is an
old-fashioned ruling, dating from the time when it was
thought wrong for girls to play football at all. The FA
responds that it is inappropriate for adolescents to
play a contact sport in mixed teams. They feel there
might be problems at club level in providing separate
changing rooms.
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[image: image2.png]Supporters counter that, for the good of the game,
players should be picked on merit, regardless of
gender, and that not to do so amounts to
discrimination. However, it could be argued that many
other sports, such as athletics, tennis and swimming,
segregate girls and boys at an even earlier age.

The football frenzy inspired by the 2002 World Cup
has resulted in many more children and adults
developing an interest in the game, and this may well
lead to greater numbers of girls wanting to play
competitively. As more girls develop their confidence
and skills in football, it seems likely that the FA will
come under increasing pressure to reconsider its ban.




