[image: image1.png]How wrong was Goldilocks?

When young children are told the story of ‘Goldilocks
and the three bears’, it is unlikely that they spend
much time considering the behaviour of the
characters. However, like many children’s stories, this
tale does raise important questions about right and
wrong that deserve consideration.

It could be argued that Goldilocks must have known it
was wrong to go into someone else’s house when she
was not invited and they were out. In helping herself to
their food, breaking one of their chairs and climbing
on all of their beds, she was doing one wrong thing
after another, yet she seems not to care what damage
she is causing or how the owners of the property
might feel. This is very irresponsible behaviour.
Furthermore, when the bears discover her in their
house and very reasonably demand to know why she
is there, she makes no attempt to explain or apologise,
but simply runs away.
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only a young child, and may not have realised that it
was wrong to enter a house where the door had been
left open. She broke the chair quite accidentally after
all, and since small children usually have their meals
provided for them, she may have thought that she
was allowed to eat food left out on the table. As to
running away, this was the understandable reaction of
a frightened young child.

n conclusion, although Goldilocks did do things
which were plainly wrong, it is important to consider
her parents’ role in all of this. Why did they allow a
small girl to go wandering off on her own? Why had
hey not taught her basic rules of safety, such as
never to go into strangers’ houses? It is the parents
who are ultimately responsible, and it is to be hoped
hat both they and Goldilocks learnt a valuable lesson
rom this experience.





