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What causes an earthquake?

An earthquake is a vibration that travels through

the Earth’s crust. If buildings shake as a heavy truck

travels down a street it is, technically, a mini-

earthquake. However, it would not measure very

highly on the Richter scale (the scale used to measure

earthquakes). Earthquakes are caused by many

things such as:

* meteor impacts

« volcanic eruptions

« underground explosions (an underground nuclear
test, for example)

« collapsing structures (such as a collapsing mine).

The majority of naturally occurring earthquakes
however are caused by movements of the
earth’s plates.
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