Week 1

Objectives: 5. to understand the use of figurative language in poetry and prose; compare poetic phrasing with narrative/ descriptive examples; locate use of simile 6. to identify clues which suggest poems are older, e.g. language use, vocabulary, archaic words
Learning Intention: This week we are learning how poets create strong pictures with words. We will also be looking for clues in poems which suggest that they were written many years ago.



· to understand that figurative language is used to create strong pictures
· to know that similes compare something to something else in order to create an image in the reader’s mind, and include the words ‘as……as…….’ or ‘…….. like ………’
· to be able to find examples of similes in poems
· to understand how figurative language is used by reading examples
· to understand that a writer can write about something as though it were really something else (and that this is called metaphor)
· to be able to recognise clues which indicate poems were written many years ago:
· apostrophe to show omission of letters in certain words which we wouldn’t expect to be omitted today e.g ‘O’er hills and dales’; ‘Wander’d  lonely…’

· archaic words, e.g. thee, thou, thy, thine, hast, …

· subbject matter



How will we know that the children have learnt it?

· can find examples of similes and other examples of where poet has created strong pictures 
· can discuss effect of the use of figurative language
· can find evidence that a poem was written many years ago


Working towards the learning intention:

· can discuss pictures created by poems

· can discuss whether a poem sounds ‘old-fashioned’ or modern



Beyond the learning intention:

· can identify and comment on the effect of examples of simile and metaphor used in poem

· can comment on the effect of examples of personification and examples of where poet talks with and to people, places, objects, creatures

· can identify and comment on evidence of archaic language, vocabulary and language use which suggest a poem was written many years ago



Key learning activities:

· Read quality examples to inspire



Week 2

Objectives: 7. to identify different patterns of rhyme and verse in poetry, e.g. choruses, rhyming couplets, alternate line rhymes and to read these aloud effectively; 11. to write poetry based on the structure and/or style of poems read, e.g. taking account of vocabulary, archaic expressions, patterns of rhyme, choruses, similes;
Learning Intention: 

This week we are learning to spot how the poet creates memorable sounds and to write our own poems using similar structures to the poems we’ve read.

· to understand that the poet creates a memorable sound by using:
· repetition for effect
· choruses

· rhythm and rhyme; half-rhymes: using words which almost rhyme e.g. polish and relish; internal rhymes: placement of rhyming words within a line of a poem

· couplets: two consecutive lines of poetry which are paired in length or rhyme

· rhyming couplets: two consecutive lines of poetry which are paired in rhyme

· repetition of vowel sounds (assonance)

· alliteration; where adjacent or closely connected words begin with the same sound

· to be able to read poems aloud paying attention to how it sounds

· to be able to identify how poet uses ‘poets tools’ to create strong pictures and memorable sounds

· to be able to create/ write own examples of strong images/pictures

· to be able to create/ write own examples of memorable sounds

· to be able to write poems using figurative language to create strong pictures; different patterns of rhyme and verse to create memorable sounds and words and phrases which recreate the feeling that the poem could have been written many years ago.


How will we know that the children have learnt it?

· can identify different patterns of  rhyme and verse and comment on ‘poetic tool’ used
· can read poems aloud effectively
· can write own poems based on structure and style of those read


Working towards the learning intention:

· can comment on flow and rhythm, and memorable sounds of poems listened to

· can write own poems, focusing on recreating an aspect of ones read e.g. borrowing simple repeating patterns

Beyond the learning intention:

· can identify different patterns of  rhyme and verse and comment on ‘poetic tool’ used
· can read poems aloud effectively
· can write own poems based on structure and style of those read, making use of range of different patterns of rhyme and verse

Key learning activities:

· Play word games e.g. ‘Metaphor game’, ‘Pass the poem’.* 

· Establish response partners – read drafts aloud to hear the effect

· Shared, guided and independent writing of poems.

· Performance

*See NLS flier: ‘Writing Poetry’. Can be downloaded from the DFES site: www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/literacy



