LITERACY HOUR: Weekly Plan 3

Class:





                                Year  4  Term 1



           Date:                                

	Text Level

20
to identify the main features of newspapers, including lay-out, range of information, voice, level of formality; organisation of articles, advertisements and headlines;

21
predict newspaper stories from the evidence of headlines, making notes and then checking against the original

23
to investigate how reading strategies are adapted to suit the different properties of IT texts, i.e. those which are scrolled and non-linear in structure; incorporate sound or still and moving images; can be changed; and have a spatial dimension;

24
to write newspaper style reports, e.g. about school events or an incident from a story, including:

· composing headlines;

· using IT to draft and lay out reports;

· editing stories to fit a particular space;

organising writing into paragraphs;
	Text

The Newspaper (See www.thenewspaper.org.uk

	Word Level

7 to spell regular verb endings s, ed, ing (link to grammar work on tenses);

	
	Sentence Level

2
to revise work on verbs from Year 1 term 3 and to investigate verb tenses: (past, present and future):

· compare sentences from narrative and information texts, e.g. narrative in past tense, explanations in present tense (e.g. ‘when the circuit is...’); forecasts/directions etc. in future. Develop awareness of how tense relates to purpose and structure of text;

· to understand the term ‘tense’ (i.e. that it refers to time) in relation to verbs and use it appropriately;

· understand that one test of whether a word is a verb is whether or not its tense can be changed;
	

	DAYS
	Whole Class Work
	Guided Work
	Independent Work
	Plenary

	Mon
	Unit 21

Tenses
	Read a selection of papers – one per group. Ask children (in groups) if they can find examples of a sports story,  TV listings, story about a non-famous person, main story, puzzles…

Tick off on chart when found and make a note of where they are found.
	Guided reading:

Focus on children’s own targets
	Shared:

® Give children a selection of stories from a newspaper. In pairs decide where each story would be found.
	Share as class.

	Tues


	Unit 21

Improve
	Read a selection of headlines. In pairs, discuss:

· What does each one mean?

· What type of story is it?

· Why were those particular words chosen?
	
	Match headlines to articles.

Add own headline to article.

Write article to accompany headline.
	Compare with original.

	Weds


	Select an article. Use OHT or enlarged copy. 

Be a newspaper editor, who only has room for one more short article in tomorrow’s paper.

Teacher demonstrate deleting words to shorten the text and continue until only a skeleton outline remains.

In pairs, discuss ‘Why was that section deleted? What was repeated? Discuss when brevity is important, eg. prompts for speeches, notes, headlines.
	
	Use articles written yesterday or provide examples, ask the children to edit own article to a given number of words.
	Discuss with partner reasons for editing decisions.

	Thurs


	Spelling Bank 
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	Using shortened article from yesterday’s lesson, in pairs, using whiteboards ask the children to send a text message to the editor about the article, bearing in mind that each word costs money but you still need to convey the sense of the article. 

In pairs, create a headline for the article.
	
	Explore writing different headlines for own and partner’s articles.
	Share examples with another pair . Suggest an improvement.

	Fri


	Read pages from IT text. In pairs discuss and identify three things about the way in which you read this text which are different to how you would read a paper page.

Ask the children to consider where they start to read, the direction, are there illustrations? Is there sound? Moving pictures? Can you click on different areas for further reading?

Share findings as class.
	
	Explore other IT texts in pairs. Look for examples of texts which scroll down, have moving pictures or have areas to click on to.
	Share examples found of how IT text differs from book text.


