LITERACY HOUR: Weekly Plan 4

Class:





                                                     Year 6  Term 1 


           Date:

Text Level

13
to secure understanding of the features of non-chronological reports:

· introductions to orientate reader;

· use of generalisations to categorise;

· language to describe and differentiate;

· impersonal language;

· mostly present tense;

17 to write non-chronological reports linked to other subjects;

Text

Example of non-chronological report~

Daddy Long-Legs ®


Sentence Level

1
to revise from Y5:

· the different word classes, e.g. prepositions;

· re-expressing sentences in a different order;

· the construction of complex sentences;

· the conventions of standard English;

· adapting texts for particular readers and purposes;link to sentence level work on connectives;


Word Level




DAYS
Whole Class Work
Guided Work
Independent Work
Plenary

Mon


Read example of non-chronological report; ‘Daddy Long-legs’. ®

Highlight key language features of text type:

· written in present tense

· non-chronological

· initial focus on generic participants

· moves from general to specific

Teacher ask questions of each paragraph, What’s the purpose of this paragraph? What could we call this paragraph?, so that a framework can be built up which outlines headings for each paragraph and an understanding of the content of the report.

Record the key features and framework* for use in independent time.

                                                                *only for those who need it.
See Unit 47 for principles and explanations of complex sentences. Rewrite 1 or 2 sentences from text to begin with non-finite verb, e.g. Believing them to be harmful, many people are scared of spiders…


Guided writing: as independent, focusing on children’s own targets.


Problem solving

You are an editor working for a publishing company. You must decide which is the best report on eg.frogs, for inclusion in your information book entitled ‘Animals of the UK.’
Play ‘What Am I?’ ®



Tues


Unit 44

Adverb generation
Gathering background knowledge for a topic:

Choose topic for report, link to other curriculum area where possible eg. a description of Tudor life; the local area;  parts of a flowering plant;

Provide a range of resources. Teacher model selecting facts, by noting key words or phrase and then without info text, expand into  longer notes.

In pairs, read from a range of sources including CD ROM, books, articles.

In pairs, brainstorm facts about chosen topic and record on whiteboards. Share facts as class and teacher record on post-its.

Children use information books to gather facts about chosen topic. Encourage chn to record only key words and phrases with reference books open, then to use these to help them to write longer notes with reference books closed.®
Share facts with others researching same subject.

Weds


Classifying and organising information:

Stick the post-its on the children. Ask them to read each others and form a group with those whose info on the post-it is about the same thing, eg. food the Tudors ate, or Tudor  monarchs. Suggest some groupings, ask children to suggest groupings before they get-up-and-go.

Remove post-its from children and display as clusters of information. In pairs, children decide on headings for each group of information.

Teacher demonstration: Plan under paragraph headings in note form.

Children organise own notes into groups and give heading to each group. Plan under own paragraph headings.
Share plan with partner.

Thurs


Teacher demonstration: Teacher model writing report on  topic researched. Display and refer to key features from Monday, and headings and plan from previous lesson.

Key points:

· use present tense
· show how each paragraph begins with topic sentence
· vary sentence starts using different pronouns, to avoid using subject noun eg. Tudors, to begin each sentence
· in final paragraph, briefly repeat some important information to sum up report.

    Children draft own reports.                                                        

                                                                                                    No plenary to allow         

                                                                                                   longer time for writing.

Fri


Unit 44 

Adverb generation


Edit report. Could some statements be reordered into questions to draw in the reader? 

Re-read as if you know nothing about the subject to check you have put the information across successfully.

With partner, read each other’s reports and suggest improvements.
Choose 1 or 2 examples of revised texts. Read original extract and revised. What has been changed? Does it improve the writing? How?







