Daddy Long-legs

Pholcus Phalangioides

Pholcus Phalangioides, or Daddy Long-legs as it is more commonly known, is a spider. It is also sometimes called Cellar Spider.

The daddy long-legs is browny-beige in colour. It has a body which is approximately one centimetre in length and has eight long legs, each about 6-8 cm long.

This spider is to be found in most countries in the world, including the United Kingdom. This creature likes to live in damp dark places inside houses or garages.

Like other spiders, the daddy long-legs spins its web in order to trap its prey. It likes to eat many household pests. The female of the species will carry her young in her mouth. Once they’ve hatched, she takes good care of them.

Many people are scared of spiders and don’t want them in their houses. However, the daddy long-legs is completely harmless to humans, and in fact is helpful to us since it preys on many household pests. 

